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Satire’s my weapon ; but I'm too discrect, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

7 hieves, supercargees, sharpers, and directors.—Pors. 


—00000— 
PASSING OF THE BILL AGAINST THE 
QUEEN, 


The ministers have taken their last leap. They may 
flounder a little at the bottom of the abyss into which 
they have plunged, but they can fall no lower; nor can 
they ever extricate themselves from the mire. And 
what is worse they have dragged the House of Lords 
with them, There let them lie together, and with the 
dismal moanings of disappointed malignity, lament their 
fallen greatness, We wanted no proof of the power of 
the ministry to command the passing of this infamous 
measure; but we did give them credit for more policy, 
than to exert their power, in a cause so shameless, and 
in which success would be endless infamy, and ultimate 
defeat. We congratulate the country, however, on the 
lesson which the desperation of the ministry has taught 
it. Who will now talk about the magnanimity, the 
independence, the spirit, the dignity of the British aris- 
tocracy ? What can now screen the devotion of our 
tiled paupers, to the idol of the day? What arguments 
are now necessary to prove, that the ancient constitution 
of the land, is the plaything of the minister of the day ? 
ideotism cannot now be mistaken in the true charagter 
sf the British aristocracy ! 

Vou. V. Now 19, | 
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A m: 10) ‘ity of 125 to YS, has decided for the secony| 
reading of this infamous bill, which will entail equal 
ame upon the heads ot its contrivers, and its support. 
vs. Ht avails nothing, in favour of the character of thy 
Noose of Lor me . {19 Say that {5 neers are inde yin er of 
ihe ministerial control. The ministers are sure of ¢ 
aA yoriby, upon every ques stion they ' dare to Press; sco 
that, in fi me the House of Lords, as at present influenced. 
is as uscless as the Eicuse of Commons, as new consti- 
tuted, is “re serous 3 and in reality, the sade govern- 
ment means only the cabinet council! They are only 
reduced te a litle de! ay in the execution of their wishes : 
hut for any cont rei of his Majesty’s ministers by eithe 
house, we might it expect it from the inhabitants of 
cuby workhouse in tie Oa 

To analyze the compon 
123, would furnish matter for c: 


ite a Re 
Lest to WH cl 


arts of this majority O} 
rious reflection ; and the 

\ - may he su hyected is the Pee ep at the 
Peers! Pat before we descend to nerticulars let us ig: 
at it in the cross—in the lump—and a precious lump | 
is, of Court intrigue, ond ministerial hypoerisy. The re- 
presentative peers ob iets nd are manufactured in a way 
which secures be nunistry a constant majority among 
them. f.ook at the result of any important division, and 
you are sure io lind th Cin holti iC -fioiders to the adminis- 
ralion. Thus, on the prescut occasion, out of seventeen 
irish peers, we find eleven voting for the til, and six 
avainst it. If it be asked why the ministers do not take 
care that all should vote for them, it is answered, they 


now too well the importance of seeming to contest the 

nial r. The juggle of a sham-fight tells too well with 
i 2 7 1 

the timid and credulous. it would be too barefaced, to 


appear lo decide without debate; though, in reality, the 


debates might as well be spared, as no argume nt can 


inifiuence the result. Eleven Scotch peers voted on this 
eccasion, nine for ministers, and fo against 
thom! This fact alone tells sufficiently the mode 
mi which Scotch representative peers are created. 


Heli COME ihe Peestions. livery Oe Knows how 
ey pre made. Fy clve of them voted: and, miraculoms 
cicchare. ove did vate avainst Uhe second reading of the 
MY The remaining cferen turned to the Aead of ther 
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shurch, and ueglecting beth Christ and his doctrines, 
bowed to the Lord Chancellor and the Prime Mtnister— 
the Lords who had made them. Out of the majority of 
28, we have 23 made in this fashion! Then we have 
wine cabinet ministers;—the authors of the Milan com- 
inission, the apparent projectors of the infamous proceed- 
ngs avainst the Queen—the defenders of the suborna- 
tion of perjury —anil the avowed accusers of the Queen ! 
who were compelled to find her ; vuilty, or submit them- 
selves to.an impeachment ! This makes thirty-two, nine 
of whom had no rig at, iIncommen regard for dec cency, to 
ote at ali—eleven of whom ought to be ashamed of the 
vole they have given—and 16 who cannot be expected 
to be ashamed of any thing ;—who have only to 
shoulder arms, and ski und at ease, as they are directed. 
Beside this, among the English lewudl ilar y, and created 
ivbility, there are not a few whoare accustomed to keep 
their eyes upon the fugle-men, Eidon and Liverpool, 
and follow the sigas they perceive. The Newcastles, 
ihe Mauners, the De Dunstanvilles, Redesdales, &c. &e. 
ke. belong to this class. And there are others, who 
have been su long out of office, and are withal so poor 
in purse and reputation, that any course is welcome. A 
(iovernor-veneralship in india has irresistible attrac- 
lions, for more than one peer, Who has heretofore played 
the patriot 4 
This majority, therefore, though effectual for the 

Ministerial purpose, is, ia fact, no majority at all. Ina 
court of justice, the verdict raust be unanemous, or it is 
no verdict. Ina court of justice too, most of the ma- 
jority would have been challenged as interested ——, 
and turned out of court, with a severe reprimand, had 
they escaped so easily ; a thing not very likely, had 
there been many Neweasiles among them, with impu- 
dence and folly enough, to avow their determination to 
commit a flagrant act of injustice with open eyes. 


——— 





——_ 


* We uncerstand our countryman, Lord Hutchinson, has been 
appommed Governor Geveral of India, in the room a Marquis 
liastines, who is shortly expected tu return to Bagland; and re. 
port also states the Karl of Doenvughonore is to obtain the vacant 


: : 
us ic ribband of the order of St. Pa'rick , worn by the late Luar! of 
Rodeu.—LPre: man's Dublin Journal, 
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The most atrocious deciaration ever made in any 
court by a pretended judge, was Uiat of the Duke of 
Newcastle, who stated that t/ough he had heard no 
part of the defence, he was ready io vote for the bill! 
Such an outrageous assertion might have startled the 
House of Lords, but such things are understood there, 
and the castigation of the Marquis of Lansdowne failed 
to produce any effect. This Duke is one of our leading 
boroughmongers. Tle has six nominees in the lower 
house, who will of course receive his orders to trumpet 
forth this brazen declaration in the Hlouse of Com- 
mons”. 

This is the high-spirited Duke, whose motfier is on 
the list of public paupers, for one thousand a year! and 
his relations divide amongst them £19,700 of the mo- 
ney wrung from the poor and miserable, in the shape of 
taxes. What he himself derives from tie public distress, 
we know not; nor is it material, a man who has quar- 
tered all who should be dependent upon himself, even to 
his mother, upon the public purse, is morally speaking 
more a slave, than if only himself were fattening upon 
the public spoil. But this man has another, and a mor- 
fal, cause of hatred towards the Queen. He is an 
usurper of the public rights—one who taints justice and 
Jegislation in what should be its source; while her M 


: Ma- 


jesty has proclaimed herself a friend of that liberty. 


pe 





* A curious story is told of an ancestor of this noble Duke, who 
wanted a place for a friend, which the minister had promised to 
another. The Duke was no cleverer, than the present Duke; but 
perhaps a little more cunning. He went to the minister, and to 
every objection, apology, and excuse, his answer was—*‘ By God! 
there are six of us!’ meaning that his six votes in the Cemmons 
would be withdrawn from the minister, if he refused the appoint- 
ment. 

‘| have already promised the place!” 

“‘ No matter! I must have it. There are six of us !” 

“* Any other appointment is at your service !” 

“No. Ihave promised this to my friend; and ¢here are siz 
of us.” 

“Tam 
word.” 

‘“* Well, as you please; but. by God! there are six of Us.” 

‘he sta, of course, prevailed—the minister broke his word, anc 
the boroughmonger gratified his friend. 


sorry that it has so happened; but I cannot break my 


ee A Meek. ne - 
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which he detests, and an enemy to that corruption which 
- fosters. ‘This man might forgive any thing but her 
liberal answers to the addressers. “He would care nothing 
about uer vices, were they as countess as 1é stars. It 
is her virtues that excite his 5 Te good qualities 
that offend him, because, like a faithful glass. “rey mak: 
guilt shrink from its own deformity. 
Lord Liverpool, for whom we have prov.ded a separnte 


a} 


ish in our present number, could not avoid showing that 
her Majesty's poutics were mere obj clionah le than her 
imputed vices. Ler ‘ ausiwers,’ which will be read with 
admiration as long as a love of freedom prevails, 
his wrung withers past afl bearing ; and indeed wel 
might; for they have gathered round a phalanx which 
no ‘vote of the House of Lords ean dis sperse :—and which 
renders her perfectly secure ageinst all the machinations 
of her enemies. 

The answers of her Majesty have also offended several 
of those who are notwithstanding compelled to pronounce 
her innocent. Earl Grey regrets that she should have 
thus identified herself with the people. If we could grant 
this was an error, still Earl Grey would have no right to 
censure it; forhe must set himself down as one of the par- 
ties, who compelle d her Majesty to 4 agp to the people, 
by their pus sillanimous conduct. W hy did the Whigs 
stand aloof, as if they were wailing to ascertain whe ther 
th ey should con vratulate the Quer cn on lier escape, or 
whether they should be invited by her enemies to exult 
in her destruction. We, however, sincere ‘ly thank the 
Whigs for their cowardice, iiiele has plac ed the (Queen 
at the head of the people, and elicited such a display of 
liberal and enlightened feeling on her part. For once 
Royalty has been of important service to the cause of 
freedom ; and wae ei prejudice may stand aghast at the 

Violation of etiquette, reason must exult at the unex- 
pected advantace. When these noble lords affected to 
find fault with her Moajosty’s replies, they should have 
been tust kind enowgir to point out the sentences which 
to them were the most objectionable. This. howey er, 
they dare not do. The allusion to the “ corrupé fuc - 


fzons” are barbed arrows. A government ** caprice”’ 
and “ influence”—the wicked “ oppressors and despoilers 


‘alled 
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of the poor’ —the “ enemies of both Kine, and Queen 
and People :’—These are the pirases wh ih sti ne in. 


terested dignity to the quick ; and which, from tha lips 
of a Queen, are ten times more provoking 

But what had these * answers to do with the trial of 
the Queen? ITs there any connection between her con- 
duct at bome and abroad; that the former should be re- 
ferred to, in exaggeration of the fatter? The Queen is 
not upon her trial for high treason or sedilion. The 
conspiracy Which was intended to pi wee her upon her 
trial for those offences, has failed. Mr. Fletcher would 
have told a curious story, if Sir Robert) Baker, out of 
compassion for Lord Castlereagh, and his colleagues, 
had not sent him about his business. it would have been 
matter for exultation ; if that plot had succeeded. Then 
Whigs and ‘Tories could have vied with each other in the 
persecution of Royalty; and outstripped cach other in 
new endeavours to abridge the liberty of the a. _ 

3ut since the detection of that contrivance, and the dis- 
covery of the reai authors and distributors of treasonable 
sentiments, the Queen’s answers mivht have been spared. 
Yet they only wanied ihe disapproval of the two factions. 
to stamp them as truly excellent. It shews they have 
had their effect—that they have wounded her malignant 
accusers, and her cold-blooded defenders. History will 
now hold them up to the admiration of posterity, with this 
additional proof of their many claims to respect. 

Amongst the voters against the Queen, are exquisite 
judges of morality, and exccilent observers of the com- 
mandment, ‘ Thou shalt not commit adultery,” the 
Dukes of York and Clarence! It is enough to vitiate 
the whole proceedings, that on such an occasion, two 
such men should dare to present themselves in the House 
of Lords. What, isthe age so lost to decency, thal 
avowed guilt can ‘sit in judume ut upon persecuted in- 
nocence ? One would think the spectre of the unfor- 
tunate Jordan should push one of them from his stool: 
thouzh wemust confess we cannot expect any thing could 
abash the other; when he could leave the funeral of his 
wife,to assume the seat of a aes the face of his con- 
victed adulteries with Mrs. Clark. These things are so 
monstrous, that we can es rely persuade ourselyes they 
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ecuv a Pneland. Ave we not at Rome in ihe time of 
Nero? Or to what other barbarous but licentious limes, 
have We reverted, 

There is also amongst them, that delectable noble, the 
Marquis of Conyagham! His name is his eulogium. 
His médd and forbearing spirit, rise to our view at ils 
mention. His obligations to his Sovereign, if report 
speak truth, are w eighty. It is but common gratitude 
in him, to help his king to get rid of a w ife! Then 
there is the Marg is of Anglesea! whose “ con- 
science” helped him to his present wife, when she be- 
lonved to another! !!— Such Judges sure were never 
seen 17 

We here lay before our readers a list of the voters for 
and against the second re ading. By looking at the gua- 
fications affixed to their names in the Peep at the 
Peers, some few additional reasons may be found for the 
part they have taken in this business. But it is not 
from what these noble Lords have in possession, but that 
which they are (ooking after, which is the yeneral sti- 
mulus. When a monarch wants pleasing, or a mi: istry 
serving, the pleasure and the service must be paid for. 
Thus, every mock noble, who thinks his dignity will be 
encreased by a step in the Peerage, will be sure to 
vote for the favourite measure of the King, or ministry. 
The consequences of a decisive victory over ‘our most im- 
placable foes, would be sure to follow the defeat of the 
(Queen. Stars and garters would be thrown amongst 
the chieftains of such a slorious field. Barons would be- 
come Viscounts— V iscounts Karls—Earls Marquisses— 
Maryuisses Dukes—and Dukes, the Devil knows what! 
This remark may explain why some little nibblers at the 
cheese-parings have taken so active a part. 
in time to leave cheese-parings and candle-ends 
and sit themselves down to calipee and calipash 


LIST OF PEERS 


rOR AND AGAINST THE SECOND READING 


The y hope 
to others, 


WHO VOTLD 


OF 
THE DEGRADATION AND DIVORCR BILL. 
FOR. 
DUKEKES 
York Rutland Wellington 
Clarence Newcastle Athol 
beaufort 


Northumberland Montrose. 
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€onyngham Exeter 
Angicsea Headfort 
Camden Thomond 
Northampton Cornwallis 

FARLS, 
Harcourt Bridgew ater 
Brooke and Warwick Huntingdon 
Portsmouth Westmorland 
Pomfret Harrowby 
Macclesfield St. Germains 
Aylesford Brownlow 
Balearras Whitworth 
Hume Verulam 
Coventry Cathcart 
Rochford Mulgrave 
Abingdon Lonsdale 
Shaftesbury Orford 
Cardigan Manvers 
Winchilsea Rosse 
Stamford Nelson 

VISCOUNTS. 

Exmouth Melville 
Lake Curzor 
Sidmouth Sydney 

BARONS. 
Soiners Combermere 
Rodney Hopetoun 
Middleton Gambier 
Napier Manners 
Colville Ailsa 
Gray Lauderdale 
Saltoun Sheffieid 
Forbes Redesdale 
Prudhoe St. Helens 
Harris Northwick 
Ross (or Glasgow) ~— Bolton 
Meldrum Eldon, C. 
Hill Bayning 

ARCHBISHOPS. 
Canterbury 

BISHOPS. 
London Ely 
St. Asaph Chester 
Worcester Peterborough 
St. David’s 

AGAINST. 

DUNES. 
Glocester Leinster 
Somerset Grafton 
Hamilton Portland 
Argyll Devonshire 


MARQUISES. 
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Buckinghara 
Lothian 

Queensberry 
Winchester. 


Powis 
Limerick 
Donoughmore 
Belmore 
Mayo 
Longford 
Mount-Cashel 
Kingston 
Liverpool 
Digby 
Mount-Edgcombe 
Abergavenny 
Aylesbury 
Bathurst 
Chatham. 


Falmouth 
Hereford. 


Carrington 

De Dunstanville 

Brodrick 

Stewart of Garlies 

Stewart of Castle 
Stewart 

Douglas (Morton) 

Grenville 

Su field 

Montagu 

Gordon (Huntley) 

Saltersford. 


Tuam. 


Landaff 
Cork and Rosse 
Glocester. 


Bedford 

Richmond 

(St. Alban’s abseat 
from illness.) 
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MARQUISBS. 


Bath Stafford Lansdown 

VARLS. 
De Lawarr Essex Rompey 
lichester Thanet Rosslyn 
Darlington Denbigh Caledon 
Egremont Suffolk Euniskillen 
Fitzwilliam P embroke Farnham 
Stanhope Derby Carrick 
Cowper Blessington Carnarvon 
Dartmouth Morley Mansfield 
Oxford Minto Fortescue 
Roseberry Harewood Grosvenor 
Jersey Grey Hilsborough (Mar- 
Albemarle Gosford quis of Dowtshire). 
Plymouth 

VISCOUNTS, 

Granville. Duncan Torrington 
Auson Hood Boling broke. 

RARONS- 
Ashburton De ta Zouch Dawnay 
Bagot Clinton Yarborough 
Walsingham Dacre Dundas 
Dynevor Audley Selsea 
Foley De Ciiftord Mendip 
Hawke Breadalbaue Auckland 
Ducie Erskine Gace 
Hoiland Arden Fisherwick (M. Do- 
Grantham Ellenborough negall) 
King Aivanley Amherst 
Belhaven Loftus (M. Ely) Kevyon 
Clifton (Darnley) Fitzzibbon Sherborne 
Say and Se'e Calthorpe Berwick 


Howard of Effingham 
* Archbishop: of York. 





—" 
— —s 


* OF THE MAJORITY OF TWENTY-EIGHT IN FAVOUR 
OF THE BILL. 


I'wo Princes of the Blood, holding high offices at pieasure . 2 


Cabinet Ministers, avowed Prosecutors in this accusation | Q 
Persons holding offices dependent on the Prosecutors. . 18 
Archbishop of Cc anterbury, who prejudged ihe case by erasing 

her Majesty’s name from the Liturgy ° ‘ i 


rhree Peers, who attended the prosecution, and were absent 
from the defence—Duke of Newcastle, Earl of Sheffi-ld, 
Karlof Hume . P ; , ‘ ‘ & 


VOL, V. We, 19 
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it SIVE S us some pleasna ‘ec to do ju stice to the Arche 
ishio; y of York, who voted against the bill. But there js 
a n sangle bishop :—no, not even the puritan Bishop 
of Gloucester, of whose piety the saints talk so loudly, 
but he is the drother of Lord Horrow by, the President 
ithe Council ; and he will probably say he voted for his 
i uther, and not for his oath. The fact of the Arch- 
bisnop of Y ork ; alone — hy, sage the bil, is a suffi- 
cent aes of its inyustice she not as competent to 
jude@e as any of the cleven bis hoj os?) =~ And would his 
reiusal ~ join them, in any ordinary case, produce a 
verdict of noé quiléy. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
is not worth om ing about.—tTils opinion on such a ease, 
is not worth asking. Ife was pledged to say guilty, 
trom the matnedt he became a party to the erasure of 
the Queen’s name from t!} 1c Liturgy. Tie then became 
sn accomplice in the conspiraey against her :— or, what 
is worse, he beeame the tool of cons spiracy with the 
means of having a full knowledge of its infamy. 
But, if the conscientious dissent of “any individual ona 
' ily precludes a verdiet of guilty, what is te 
@ thought of such a verdict, pronounced by such a ma- 
jority, against the voies of 90 of the most respectable of 
: ves and jurors. We say 90; because there are 
some fe yur or five who have voted ag: ainst tle bill, upon 
feclngs which we ness we caunet comprehend. Earl 
Starewood set the nw of declaring that the Queen 
Was s guilly, and yet, for expedience-sak e, he would vote 
®: ast the bill. This is the vilest of all reasoning. It 
news so much of the disposition © to hold with the. hare. 
and to ran with the hounds,” —so much fear of offending 
— by a manly declaration that they are conspira- 
tors against the righ ts and honor of their lawful Queen— 
and at the same time it is so evident an aitempt to make 
up matters with a weak conscience, that we are more dis- 
-ted with this shutiling than with the unblushing impu- 
dene e, and party- -spirit wh ich can declare her guilty, and 
e for the bill. Lord Ellenborough followed the ex- 
ena of Lord Harewood ; as if he would say “ Well, PI 
“Vole a calust the bill ; - so ishall do no wrone 5— and not 
to Sifend itie ruling | fowers too far, UI say she is relly. 
at ame pt that! fee ! some techuical dillicuftics as to 
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such a fading ! Lord Calthorpe jemed this ‘S for- 

lorn hope,” of political trimmers. Then came Lord 
Crantham, the redoubtable colonel of the York [fussars, 
who was ready “* with bis hand upoa his neart,”’ to say 
“not content? to the p assing of the bill, althoug rh he 
could not say “6 not guilty.” This lordling had ml 
hetler not. s: ay any thing. le bas no sk ill in talking, 
either lo his whiskered heroes, or to his noble associates. 
!fe cannot oblige the ministers by voling for the bill; but 
he will oblige his master by saying that his wife is cuilty. 
The votes of these noble » lords: ought in justice to her 
Majesty, to have beea given against her ; and if they en- 
tertain the opinions they have profe ssed, they should have 
voted in consonance wilh such opinions, and boldly pro- 
nounced a verdict of guilty. As the matter stands, their 
sentiments seem a compound of interest and fear, two of 
the meanest principles of our nature; and we are sorry 
they should have been arrayed, even nominally, in favor 
of the Queen. 

The ministers seem as perplexed what to do with their 
baie = as they were to obiain one. Her Majesty sent 

e following protest down to the noble lords for their 

li geallne « tenieg: ; but the dainty did not seem calcu- 
lated for their stomachs. 


THE QUEEN’S PROTEST. 


“Phe Queen has learnt the decision of the lords upon the 
bill now before them, In the face of Parhament, of her family, 
and of her countiy, si he does solen nuly protest agulust it. Those 
who avowed themselves her presecutors hive presumed to sit 
ny judgment upon the question between the Queen and them- 
selves. Peers have given their voices agamst her, who hac 
heard the whole evidence for the charge, and absented them-, 
selves during her defence. Others iiave come to tie dis- 
cussion from the Secret Committee with minds biassed by a 
niass of slander, which her enemies have not dared to bring 
forwerd in the jieht, : 

‘ Vhe Queen does not avail herself of her right to appear 
belore the committee; for to her the details of the measure 
must be a matter of indiflerence; aid, unless the course of these 
unexampled proceedings should bring the bil before the other 
branch of the legislature, she will make no reference whatever 
to the treatment experienced by her during the last 25 years. 
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“ She now most deliberately, and before God, asserts, thas 
she is wholly innocent of the crime jaid to her charge; and she 
awaits, with unabated contidence, the final result of this un- 
paralleled investigation.” 


This protest is, of course, the production of her Ma- 
jesty’s counsel. Had it emanated from herself, it would 
have partaken more of her spirit, and produced a greater 
effect. It ought to have analysed the majority completely, 
and shewn the public the real nature of the enemies of 
the Queen. Instead of this meagre trifle, it should have 
been a document as powerful as her Majesty’s Letter to 
the King. Nota courtly sycophant, but should have 
borne his badge. Nota minister but should have been 
particularly marked for the applause of posterity. The 
effect which might have been produced by a powerful 
protest, may be conjectured from the wincing of Lauder- 
dale, Donoughmore, Newcastle, and others about the 
little pricking of their fingers with this nettle. They 
jumped up, without being named, to defend themselves, 
and to explain! Had the birch of remonstrance been but 
properly applied, the whole hive had been in a perilous 
bustle. At first they talking of rejecting it. Why, they 
cught to have had sucha protest as they must have rejected, 
if they had scrupled to write themseives the meanest of 
mankind. Whyshould any terms be kept by her Majesty 
with them? What terms have they kept with her? Is 
there a meanness which they have not had recourse to? Is 
there any power which they have scrupled to abuse? Is 
there a Right, which has been _— an indulgence 
which has not been refused her? And is it not now so 
evident as to be stated in the house itself, that such a 
majority, and so obtained, would not be deemed of value 
enough to convict an old woman of witchery? And yet 
in the face of this, we have a meagre protest against 
peers who have decided without hearing, when the grand 
point of attack was a determination to convict, no matter 
what might be the accusation or the defence. 

We cannot close this article, without noticing the 
modest demeanour of Sidmouth, on this occasion, who 
has sat like a mouse, without offering a word for or 
against, yntil the decision takes place, when we tind him 
in the majority, with his worthy colleagues, without dar- 
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ing to say WHY he votes against the Queen. Weare 
thus left te guess whether a cabinet order, or what 
other motive rogulates the vote of @ minister, on such 
an important occasion. Whenthe hour of responsibility 
arrives, his motives may perhaps be ascertained ; and 
probably the longer they are concealed, the better for 
himself, if they are not much better than those which 
ordinarily influences his conduct. 

Of Lord Grenville’s presumptuous speech we shall say 
nothing. The worst and most mischievous politician (or 
minister, we should rather say, for he is no politician) 
this country ever produced, carries a contradiction to 
every syllable he utters, upon the general tenor of his 
conduct. He has no public claims to respect, or confi- 
dence. He has made a large fortune for himself; and 
having been driven out of office, by an intrigue which he 
hoped would secure it for the remainder of his days, he 
has since aflected a great love for retirement from which 
he would never be invited. The present occasion has 
tempted him out of his grotto, and he appears the shadow 
of himself, upon the former scene of all his glories ; but 
with all his disposition to consolidate arbitrary power 
upon the ruins of public freedom, to which he has ever 
been opposed ; and upon the wreck of national prosperity, 
to the destruction of which, not even the heaven-born 
winister has contributed more effectually than himself. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ricuarp Spooner.—A correspondent from Birmingham writes 
that the moderate reformers are exerting themselves very much, to 
secure the return of this gentleman as member for the county of 
Warwick ; and that some radical reformers are also very anxious 
in h:s behalf. The moderate reformers may act wisely. Mr. R. 
Spoouer isa moderate man. He ts moderately wise, moderate! 
rich, moderately good, and moderately qualified for a moderate 
legislatur, Moderation secms also a family virtue. His brother 
Isaac Spooner wrote a moderately false letter to Lord Sidmouth 
respecting the Birmingham Meeting. And recently Mr. R. 
Spooner made a moderately good speech, on a moderately 
ridiculous occasion, viz. that of petitioning the House of Commons, 
to be kind. enough to apply a remedy to the evils which 
have put 17,000 poor upon the parish at Birmingham. One of 
the cunvassers of Mr. R. Spooner, is Mr, Johnson, who deposed to 
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several moderate untruths on the recent trialsat Warwick, agains? 
Major Cartwright and others. Now all pions ig moderately stupid ; 
aad may such moderate capac ifics, mi - erate honesty, and mode- 
rate simplicity. We should add, that Mr. BR. Spooner’ sremedy for 
public distress is, a plentiful shower of Bank notes. And if the! Bank 
will nol accommedate hin, he may begin to think Mr. Cobbett’s 
jan the best sueceda wagon Mr. Shas been approaching to radi- 
calism lately, as far as relates to effects ; but for causes, or remedies, 
they are always out of the view of a moderate man! 

Various communication, bave been received. 








































ABSURDITY OF THE PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE OF 
LORDS. 
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The abhorrence we feel at the conduct of the ministry is almost 
absorbed in the superlative folly of the ministerial peers, in per- 
mitting the infamous bill of Pains and Penalties to remain upon 
their table. Jt is there in open defiance of the laws, and in de. 
élared contempt of reason and the public weal: and it is there, only 
to preserve the ministry in their places, or to sereen them from 
punishment, if they should be compelled to retire. 

The Lord Chancellor's treaty between God and his conscience 
begins to be understood. He has made his speech against the 
Queen; or to speak more prope rly, ke has made his speech to 
preserve his place ; for a more self-interested piece of legal sophiis- 
try never disgraced the head of a Crown-lawyer before. 

The Attorne y and Solicitor Gener al were bad enouch, They 
trampled under foot all decenc y, all principle, all respect for their 
lawful Queen, with true official inspude nee. But then the slaves 
were avowedly labouring for hire, in their usual vocation ; and it 

was known that they might be bought to unsay ail they hed saick, 
at the same price. Their appeals to God and to their consciences 
were known to be mere clap- traps; and some excuse may in 
found for their slander—a bad one it must be owned, but still 
an excuse. For the Lord Chancellor, however, there is none. 
His bags are full. Riches morc than enough to satiate the 
appetite of a miser are ww his grasp. Half a eentury of pro- 
fitable spoil has swelled his coffers to bursting. Nothing could 
ennoble his heart indeed; but nobility has bee n thrust upon his 
shoulders, and he struts about with the dignity of the daw in the 
feathers of the peacock. He presides over the ancient nobility of 
the land! A fitile jestilical lawyer, from the region of the lower 
orders, sits at the bead of the proud aristocracy of England ¢ 
which indeed never can find amongst its own order, one que lified 
to reguiate its proceedings. Aust if is from such aman, 1m such a 
place, t hata Queen can be slandered, and a nation insulted, wiih 
impunity! He has co: wigned hruself to the castigation of the 
Satirist, and the condenination of the mie beyend the powe 
of defence, cr exculpation. After seeing all the evidence against 
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licr Majesty totally destroyed—the villainy of its nature exposed 
—the still greater villainy of the means by which it was collected, 
demonstrated so clearly that the honourable house was obliged 
fo stop its ears, and shut its eyes against further conviction, 
After the eubornation, the perjuries, which the Chancellor adinits, 
he pretends to find amongst the scattered fragments of the temple 
of infamy, part of a broken pillar, against which he can lean for 
support, while be pronounces a verdict of guilty! He gives up all 
the Italian wretches. His conscience obliges him todo this. He 
dares not pretend to believe the Sacchis, the Rastellis, the De- 
monts, or the Majecchis. He gives all these to their true liege 
lord, the Devil, and attempts to rest himself upon the evidence of 
the Captain of the polacre, and his mate! Obliged to confess the 
dircct testimony is * all a lie,” he flies to an inference that may be 
drawn; and upon this offers to pledge his honour, his conscience, 
and his understanding, that his Queen is guilty! Convinced of the 
absurd complexion of his conduct, in another part of his speech, 
he attempts to recant, and argues there may be a little truth 
about the testimony of the wretches whom he has before discarded 
as unworthy of belief! Such is the conduct of the Lord Chan- 
vellor; and we can only say respecting it, that if there be a 
iia Who does not despise it, he must have neither feeling, nor 
intellect. Pride of talent, and rectitude of heart are inconsis- 
tent with such shameful shuffiing, The one would hate, the other 
scorn such meanuess. The Chancellor’s pretended reason, for it 
is all pretence, for areliance on the testimony against the Queen, 
isthat it was not refuted, by direct evidence to the contrary ! 
How, in the name of that God, with whom he professed his con- 
science was in treaty, is the assertion of a contrived falsehood, 
to be negatived by direct testimony! Away with this juggling, 
John Scott! depend upon it, thou canst deceive no man, by such 
paltering ina double sense; and at the hour of retribution, which 
if it never reaches thee on earth, must certainly overtake thee 
at last, thiuk how thou wilt explain away the treaty between God 
and thy conscience, that thy lawful Queen should have fud/ jus- 
tice at thy hands! Is a verdict of guilty upon the shreds aad patches 
of the torn mantle of infamy, the * large allowance,” offered to be 
made, for the abstraction of Rastclli, and all the countless injuries 
that have been offered to her Majesty. When her counsel have 
beaten nine-tenths of the scoundre!s against her out of the field, 
and the remaining tenth have been sheltered from their attack, 
they are to be told, they have dune nothing, because they have 
not done ail; and that because some evidence remains, which 
micht be true, but which no rational man can believe, it is suffi- 
ciekt to justify a verdict of guilty! Wecould really laugh at the 
absurdity, most noble Chancellor, John Scott; but that we are 
astonished at thy monstrous impudence, and startled at the fatal 
consequences to which it may lead the nation. 

Upon the principles of Knglish jurisprudence, the jurors must be 
agreed before alegal verdict of guilty can be pronounced. The ac- 
cused are entitled to the advantages of any doubt in their favor, 
which may be entertained by any of their peers, Now here is Lord 
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Erskine, who in puint of talent and tatrepidity is worth a thousand 


Lord Eldons, on a moderate caleulation, dares on his honour 


which remains up sulle 1, and unsuspected, ~_ has not 50,000).a 
year, and the wooisack to bias his judgment, that the evidence is 


not worthy of any credit. te expresses no doubt but is satisfied 
thatit isall the result of a damnable conspiracy against the honor 
and dign ity of her Majesty, organised by a set of wretches who 


hope to please her husband by her ruin! He points to their cen- 
tradictious, their apparent falsehood, and their evident suborna- 
tion. He tells the house tt has shut out by its arbitrary fiat, the 
licht which was offered to be thrown upou the authors of the con- 
spiracy ; and yet John Scott, upon his hi onor, and in viriue of the 
trenty between God and his conscience, declares his lawful Queen 
guiity of an adultergus intercourse, upon the equitable reason, 
that she might have beer culty. We sadly suspect that in the 
newspaper report of the existence of this eatraordinary treaty, 
there has been a slight mistake :—that the Chancellor did not say 
he had made a covenant between GOD and his conscience; but 
between his God, and his conscience, and then the thing may 
he partly understood. Or does he mean to plead, that the cove 
nant was not duly ratified, sealed, and signed, on aceount of the 
distance of the partie s? Or ‘hi ave they not understood each other, on 
account of the little dealings they have had together! These re- 
quires someexplanation here; bat in ihe mean ‘time, the Chance! 
Jer’s reasons will be read w 
with diszust. 

Lord Lauderdale says the Queen is guilly. We knew he would 
say so. He has been at some pains to a dvertise it, in the coarse of 
the trial. A declaration to that efiect hung upon every question 
that he asked, and every observation that he made. His stomach 
is more voracious than the Chancellor's. He can swallow Majocehit 
ns wellas Gargiulo—Demont, with Paturzo, and all the rest as a 
sort of desert! ‘Fhe Chancellor is” satisfied with what miché 
have been true. Lord Lauderdale will as readily rest bis evidence 
upon what could noi. But no matter. Lord Roseberry, who is 
not currying personal favour with any great man, says the Queen 
is not guilty; and, begging Lord Lauderdale’s pardon, we had 
rather believe Lord Rosehe Try. 

Lord Redesdale, once called Mister Mitford, 1s also content that 
the Queen should bedecraded. There may be other reasons than 
the Queen’s guili, for the content of her enemies at her destrac- 
tion. * Only think of that, Master Ford! only think of that.” 

We have no space to particularize further. Let our readers 
look to the debates, and to the persons who speak, and they will 
find all the political adventurers against her Majesty—all who have 
any pretensions to be ranked among the ancient nobility of the 
land 1a her favor. The conclusion ts inevitable, that if she be 
sacrificed, she falls the martyr of power, uot of justice. 


ith contempt, and his vote remembered 
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JHE BLACKNEB, No. XL. 


EE 


“ My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to plack will you.” 


Orv Pray. 


me 


281. The shores of the Mediterranean have been the great 
scenes of civilized life from the earliest date of credible history 
to the present day. It is in the various districts bordering this 
celebrated sea, that human nature has appeared to the greatest 
advantage. It is in them that every species of excellence, cor- 
poreal and mental, has been produced. It is in them that the 
artist, the hero, the patriot, tle historian, the poet, and the 
philosopher, have flourished. They have Lions the theatre of 
the most importa nt, and generally received supernatural com- 
munications of Deity to mankind. During several ages, the 
outward profession of Christianity prevailed “throughout almost 
their whole extent, and it still continues to occupy a consider- 
able part of it. Yet, if by a careful examination of the most 
authentic testimonies, we endeavour to form a comparison be- 
tween the present state of this best and fairest portion of the 
globe, and its condition near two thousand years ago, we shall, 
I fear, find it upon the whole scarcely at all improved in 
morals ; ; while in almost every thing else, the far greater part 
of it has declined towards barbarism in a most lamentable de- 
gree. It isnot intended by these remarks to cast an odium on the 
Gospel, by insinuating that it is the cause of this degeneracy. 
Far otherwise. Had it been possible for real Christianity to 
prevail as generally, as that groveling superstition which usurps 
its name, it is easy to perceive that very different consequences 
must have followed. But the genuine religion of the New 
Testament never was ihe prevailing religion of any nation 
under heaven. To speak of a Christian country is to sport with: 
words, We might as well fancy a nation of poets or astrono- 
mers. It is only a very small minority of avy age or coun- 
try, that has studied and understood the doctrines, or 
been influenced by the dictates, of the simple yet sublime 
philosophy of Jesus. The rest, wherever Christianity bas 
been outwardly professed, have been involved in that ‘thick 
darkness which prevail od during so many ages, and from which 
we have even at this day only begun to emerge.— Wim. Sturch. 

—e or an effort to attain Intellectual Freedom, 

S819 


Vou. VY, No. 19. 
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282. Asfave, is a dog that must leap over a stick, and leap 
back again—at his master’s bidding, —Re v. Samuel Johnson. 
An Ar: eument on the Abrogation of King James, &e. (in the 
Prefatory Address to the C ‘omimons.) 1689. 


me me 


a9 


283. For what can we Priests say for ourselves, if the peo- 
ple of God (over whom we are—thouch unworihily—placed) be 
ssn by the multitude of our offences?—if our e xainples 
destroy that which cur preac ie builds, and our works give 
as it were the lie to our doctrine? Our bones are worn with 
fasting, but our minds are puffed up. Our bodies are covered 
with poor clothing, but in our hearts we are as brave as may 
be. We he vrevelling m the ashes, but ain at maiters exceed- 
me high, We are teachers of humility, but patterns of pride,— 
hiding the teeth of wolves under a sueep’s countenance. ‘The 
end of all is to make a shew to men, but God knoweith the 
truth— Pope Gregory the Great. Epistle to the Emperor 
Mauritius, (circa). 5065. 


284. For the destruction of every thing by which the con- 
stitution of this country has ever been distingu ished to its ad- 
vantage, no additional measures need be employed: let but 
the principles already avowed continue to be avowed,—let but 
ihe course of action dictated by those principles, be persey ered 
M,—the consummation ts effected. Gagging-pilismsuspension 
of the habeas corpus act—interdiction of all comimudication be- 
tween man and man, for any such purpose as that of complaint 
or remedy—all these have already become prece edents—ail these 
are i preparation-—a ili these are regarded as ~~ of course. 
‘Phe pit is already dug: one after another, all together, the 
securities called English libertics wil be ci mh into it, With 
the sacred name of Reform on their lips, aud nothing better 
than riot and pillage in their hearts, let but a dozen or a score 
of obscure desperadoes concert mischiei in a garret or an ale- 
house, fear will be pretended, prudence and wisdom minicked, 
honest cowards will be made to acquiesce and to co-operate by 
feigned cowardice ; for the transgression of the dozen or the 
score, the million will be punished, and fyom the subjects of a 
disguised despotism, will be made such under a despotism in 

form, to which disguise Is no longer necessary, Such is thestate 
of things, for which it is time forevery man to prepare himseif. 
As for the Hiabeas ¢ /OYPUS Act, better the <tatuie-book were 
rid of it. Standing, or lying, as it does,—up one day, down 
anothers—it serves but to swell the list of sham securities, with 
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which, to keep up the delusion, the pages of our law-books are 
defiled. Whenno man has need of, then it is that it stands ;— 
comes a time when it might be of use, and then it is sus- 
pended !— Jeremy Bentham.—Plan ef Parliamentary Re- 
form, (in the Introduction,) 1817. 


285. His late Majesty (Charles I.) in his declaration of the 
t2th of August 1642, when the unhappy war began to rage, 
freely confessed, ‘ That it was upon his prospect of the un- 

‘happy state of the kingdom, and of the unconsciousness and 
¢ mischiefs that had grown by the long intermission of parlia- 
‘ment, and by the parting ‘too much from the known rule of 
* the law, te an arbitrary power, that induced him to consent 
“freely to that actin 1641, called vulgarly, the Triennial Act, 
‘which was in truth for Annual P: rliaments, re-enacting those 
‘ very acts of Edward ill. before mentioned. He said, he was 

willing In justice aud favor to his subjects, to make them 
* reparations for their suiferii gs they had undergone by him in 
‘omitting parliaments, re member this ch tiefly to shew that 
liis late Majesty, when his subjects were In arms against him, 
freely acknowledged the wrong he had formerly done them by 
failing to summon parliaments as the law required ; and pro- 
lessed, that he iad the year betore freely and heartily consented 
to that act which re-enacted those ancient laws of Edward ILI. 
which are conceived to make the prorogation void. Yet [ must 
tel] you there are those, thet ailirm all the laws for Annual 
Parliaments to be ‘musty obsolete statutes, whose strength of 
life are Gevoured by time,’ But it is enough to stop 
mouths, that they have been declared by Iwo part 
within forty years last past, to be the laws of our rea! 
and indeed they are laws of such a nature «as cannot 
he awakened by any neglect of their due  execution,— 
being deciarative of the common law, by a most essential 
wart of the constitution of the English government, which 
altogether lives and subsists in and by the certainty or par- 
liaments mecting, Ufitwere admitted for truth, that neither 
the comimon law nor the statutes did indispensably oblige the 
calling of parliaments at any certain times, but that their meet- 
jugs were only at the wills of the Kings, then the Kings did no 
wrong if they ‘commanded the people—as was once done in a 
kingdom—by proclam: ition, § never to mention parliaments 
more, If these laws be deac 1 ofage, the ancient famous Eng- 
fish liberty i is dead with them ; the English must never morc 
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claim the name ofa free people, if they have no share by right 
in the government of ihemselve: s by their certain rightful time: 
of parliaments, —Andrew Mayr ved. A Seasonable Question 
and an useful Answer, SNe. 197. 


ee ee ss 


286. By these three virtues be the fame sustai’d 
Of British Freedom ;—independent life, 
Integrity in office, and o'er al! 
Supreme. @ passion for the Common- weal. 
Haii! Independence—-hail! Heavn’s next best gitt— 
‘To that of life and an immorial soul ! 
The life of lite! that to the banquet high 
And sober meal gives taste, to the bow’d roof 
Fair-dream’d repose, and to the ecttage charms. 
James Thompson. Liberty, a Poem. 173---. 


oe 


237. Another reason why [ am against an incorporating 
tens is for the sake of the good old English Constitution, justly 
allowed to be the most equal and best poised government in all 
the world; the peculiar excellency of which lies in that well 
proportioned distribution of powers, where by the greatness of 
the monarch and the safety of the people are at once provided 
for; and itis a maxim in ail policy, that the surest way to pre- 
serve any government, is by a strict adherence to its principles ; 
so thet whilst this balance of power is kept equal, the Constitn- 
tion is safe; but who can answer what alteration so great a 
weight as sixty-one Se ots members, and those too, returned by 
aScots Privy Council, when thrown into the scale, may make ?>— 


Lord Havershaw. Speech on the Union in the Scots House of 
Lords, 1706. 


2838. Mr. Bacon, after he had been vehement in Parliament 
against depopulation and inclosures, and that soon after the 
Queen told in that she had referred the hearing of Mr. Mills’s 
cause to certain Counsellors and Judges, and asked him how he 
liked of it? answered, “ Oh, Madam! my mind is known: | 
am against all inciosures, and especially against INCLOSED JUs- 


TICE.” ~- Francis Bacon, Lord} erulam, Apop htheams, (cree) 
1630. 























THE BLACK DWARF. 665 


LETTERS Of THE BLACK DWARF: 


Se oe 


The Black Dwarf to Lord Liverpool. 


TFRANENT TRAGEDY. 
My Lord, 


{ have picked up the following materials for a Tra- 
vedy, which may be of service to your Lordship when 
the pieces now periorming at Cotton Garden, cease te 
draw. Tam aware they may yet last your purpose as 
manager some time; but they must fail, and ways and 
means are always desirable. Many persons expressed 
great astonishment at the coolness with which your 
cood Lordship defended the Manchester Massacre.— 
Some zealous partizans of your Lordship even 
swore so geod a man, could not sanction such a 
proceeding ; and even now the merit of the piece is 
divided between Sidmouth and’Castlereagh! It is time 
however, that the public should be undeceived ; ; and that 
your merit in the getting up of tragedy, comedy, or 
farce, should be univ ersally appreciated. I therefore 
bev to refresh your memory with the following zncidents, 
which are of as tragic a nature as even a boroughmonger 
could desire. The commander of the heroes in this san- 
guinary business, I am informed, was‘a Colonel Jenkin- 
son. Now, my Lord, your family name is Jenkinson, 
and I have heard that. you were in the volunteer cay alry 
at that period. Did any of your family command 
the heroic Cinque Port Volunteers, on the memor- 
abie events, which are recorded in the following 
pages. I ask only for information ; for I have been in- 
formed by a good man, whom the Chancellor, John 
Scott, confesses he laboured, for nine hours, to destroy, 
al you were at Tranent; but that may be a mistake, 

ad you may not be quite so unfortunate as to have been 
seishvciental in the detail. Nay, it is hardly possible 
you should have been so; for it will be seen that the 
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bloodhounds had a roving commission, and patrolied 1 
various parties, “secking whom they might devour !’— 
so that it was impossible any ene commander could have 
been witness to. or aware of, ali the exploits. I should 
like much to obtain, if it were possible, a list of the 
Cinque Port Cavalry, in 1797. It would be curious to 
trace their way through the diflerent paths of promo- 
tion to the oftices they hold now. The chaplain is per- 
haps a bishop, or at least a dean. The captains and 
lieutenants, having thus written their claim to the respect 
of their monarch in the blood of his people, may now 
receive the reward of their loyalty, as noble lords, or re- 
doubted generals. The non-commissioned oflicers may 
perhaps now hold brevet ranks ; and all the privates be 
laid up in ordinary with snug pensions! Flow easy it 
is to serve one’s country! A_ single cut with a sabre 
shall evince doyadty better than ail “the eloquence in the 
world! And a pistol ball through the body of a discon- 
tented reformer is a passport to rewards and honors. 

The statement does not give the cause of this wanton 
waste of blood. It only alludes to a disturbance at ‘Tra- 
nent; which my informant states, arose out of a resist- 
ance lo the introduction of the militia laws, in Scotland. 
But with the disturbance, your lordship will perceive 
the statement has nothing to do; for the outrages were 
committed upon those w who could have taken no part 
in it. 

{ would advise your lordship to put it into the hands of 
Mr. Attorney General, to dramatize; and if he will but 

‘mbellish it to half the extent, that he embellished his 
disgusting statement against the Queen, it will be found 
one of the most inter esting pieces ever oflered to the pub- 
lic. ‘The Manchester tragedy stands at present too hor- 
ridly conspicuous ; and wants seme such agreeable re- 
lief, to shade its sombre features. You are too good an 
artist, however, both in the pathetic and the terrific, to 
require any instructions. The underplot, you can ex- 
tract from the Secretary of States office, and the thing 
will be complete. I shall, perhaps, take the liberty of 
enquiring how you proce ned with this performance. It 
must not be lost io the world; and should the hardness 
of the times break up the concern in Cotton Garden, f 
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shall myself dramatize the incidents for one of the other 
houses. 
Your friend and well wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





The Tranent Tragedy!!! or, Glorious Atchivements of 
Cingue Port Heroism! as acted and displayed by the 
<r Cavalries, defenders of our glorious Constitu- 
tion f at the ever memorable and dangerous attack, upon 
the unarmed Alen, Women, and Children of the Vicinity 
of Tranent in Scotland, on the 29th of August, 1797. The 
following Cruelties and Massacre were proved before the 
Court Session in Edinburgh, March 7, 1798. 

‘© Cowards are crucl, but the brave 
‘* Love mercy and delight to save.” 
Pore. 


Dear Wife, 

‘ This comes to acquaint you, that you need not weary for 
my returning home, for my sister is to be buried this afternoon 
at four o ‘clock, and I cannot come away until I see her decent- 
ly interred, 

‘“* [am sorry to inform you of the cruelties that were com- 
mitted here yesterday—there were six persons shot dead upon 
the spot, of which my sister is one, and she was shot within the 
door of a house in the town. The number of wounded is not yet 
ascertained ; but [am just now informed, that fifteen dead 
corpses were this morning found in the corn- fields, and it is not 
known how many may be found when the corn is cut, as the 
Cinque Port Cavalry p: trolled through the fields and high 
roads, to the distance of a mile or two “miles around ‘Tranent, 
and fired upon with pistols, or cut with their swords, all and 
sundry that they met with: several decent people were killed at 
that distance, who were going about their lawful business, and 
totally unconcerned with what was going on in the tewn. I 
am informed that this was unprovoked on the part of the peo- 
ple; for they assembled peaceably, by public intimation from 
the Lord Lieutenant and his deputies, to state their objections, 
if they had any, to the roll; but when they presented their pe- 
titions and certificates, they were totally rejected, especially by 
Mr. Cadell, who told the people he would receive none of 
them, as they were determined to enforce the act; and as 

the people insisted to be heard, be, with his own hands, pushed 
~~ from the door, upon w hich some — and women threw 
everal stones at the windows. The assistance of the cavalry 


NS a 


se Natl ia ad 


aang a? De ee ee email 


P| 


nite cae 
— Pee Tp Om sn 








68 wie RLACK DWARE. 


was immediately called for, and ordered to charge, sword in 
hand; and then followed the bloody business above stated. 
But my band cau scarcely hold the pen louger to give any 
farther details. 
“ Jam sour loving husband, 
” 





a een 


“‘ Tranent, Aug. 30. 


THE TRANENT TRAGEDY, &c. 

This being a cause of very great expectation, the Court was crowded 
to such. a degree, that the counsel, the agents, and the parties 
who attended, could with the utmost difficulty be accommodated 
with places. Mr. Ross and Mr. Fletcher Advocates, offered to 
prove the following atrocious massacre, committed in the vicinity 
of Tranent. 





I. Adam Blair, a school-boy, walking peaceably through a 
field on the North of Tranent, was rode down by a party ot 
dragoons, who damned him, and stabbed him as they rode 
over him; and left him for dead, lying on the ground. 

If. Peter Ness, a sawer of timber, residing at Ormiston, 
who had not been in the street of Tranent at all during the al- 
leged riot, and was in a field on the South of the village, going 
towards Ormiston, after the mob had entirely dispersed, when 
he was attacked by five or six men, who fired at him repeatedly, 
killed him, angl then dismounuting from their horses, robbed him 
of his watch. He had no money about him. 

WW. William Lawson, carpenter in Tranent, when walking 
alony the highway, with his carts loaded with wood, from Or- 
miston to “franent, and at the distance of a mile from the town, 
was met by a party of dragoons, one of whom shot him in the 
groin, without the least provocation ; on the contrary, when the 
murderer presented his pistol, Lawson begged of him not to 
fire till he heard kim speak, as he had not been near Tranent 
that day, since the morning that he went to bring home his wood. 
Notwithstanding this, the ruthan fired, and mortally wounded 
hin. Lawson instantly fell, and while lying on the ground, 
another cate up, and snapped his pistol three times at his head ; 
and Lawson, on his death-bed, said to his surgeon and friends 
who attended him, that he thought the man last mentioned the 
crueller of the two, for repeatedly eudeavouring to fire at him 
in that situation. 

IV. Stephen Brotherston, when walking on the Ormiston 
road, about a mile fram Tranent, with iis wife, and an old man 
of the name of Chrichton, were met by a party of dragoons, and, 
on their approach, stepped aside mito a tield on the w ay-side: 
As the men came up, one of thenr fired, and shot Brotherston ; 
atier, which, the same, or another man of the same party, 
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atighted, and came into the field, where Brotlicrston, mortally 
wounded, was new supported by his wig, and his old friend 
Chrichton, and struck Chrichton six times with his sword, by 
one of which strokes, Clirichton’s face was laid epen through 
the nose to the bone. The ruffian then turned to the dying 
nan, Brotherston, whom he struck repeatedly across the belly 
and the legs with his sword; during which, Brotherston’s wife, 
who held her dying husband in her. arms, repeateil!y called out, 
to strike her rather then her husband, for they had shot him 
already.” The villain made no reply to what she said, but 
damned her soul, and rode off. 

V. William L. aidlaw, a farmer’s servant, when at his lawful 
occupation in the fields, was wantonly attacked by the same 
party, and shot. 

VI. Alerander Robertson, servantto James Clark, farmer 
at North Winton, who had not been at Tranent on the day of 
the rict, was attacked by a party of these dragoons, in a field on 
the South East of Tranent; and on his begging for mercy, one 
of the men, without speaking, or attending to what he said, 
struck at him with his sabre, and Robertson, lifting up his right 
arm to save his head, receiv ed a severe cut in his hand. By a 
second blow he was struck to the ground senseless, where he 
remained a long time, and was at last accidentally taken up and 
assisted to go hiome, his face and cloaths being covered with 
blood. 

VII, William Kemp, a boy of cleven years of age, walking 
on the Ormiston road, a tile from ‘Tranent, was attacked by 
one, who, in riding past him, “ damned his soul,” and made a 
stroke at him with his sword, which cut off a piece of a smail 
switch which the child had in his hand. His brother, a boy of 
thirteen ye rs of age, on seeing the party riding up, ran out of 
their way into an “adjoining field, whither he was pursued by 
one who wantonly and barbarously stabbed the boy in the breast, 
and then bya merciless repeated blow, cleft his head in two. 

VIE. Alexander Moffat.— Proceeding along Pentcaitland 
Road, the same band of rufhans next attacked Alcxander 
Moffat, servant to William Hunter, brewer in Pentcaitland. 
Moffat was in a field at a short distance from the road, when a 
dragoon rode up, aad fired his pistol at him, and missing his 
aim, stopped to load his pistol ; ; during which, another dragoon 
pursued Moffatt. Phis man’s helmet happening to fall ofi, he 
called to Mofiat, tu turn back and lift it up, and he should re- 
ceive no harm. Mofiat did so, and after delivering the helmet 
into the Dragoon’s hand, he turned about, and was going away, 
when the dragoon fired his pistol at him, and shot him dead. 


IX. X.XI, Adam Blair, John Blaikie, and Willian Tait.— 
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After the murder of Motiat, the dragoons wheeled northward, 
acre $8 the felds, and struck into the Haddington road, near a 
place called Anfield; a little way eastward on that road, they 
met John Blaikie, a carter, walking peaceably along. Gus ot 
the dragoons, ou Comme up, fired at him with a pistol, the balt 
of which grazed Blatkie’s right ear; three others, in passing 
struck at him with their sabres, but he fortunately eluded their 
blows, 

The schoolboy Adam Blair had so far recovered from the 
effects of the first attack upen him, as to be able to walk home- 
wards to Painston,a village situated on the south-east of Ann- 
held. Tle was walking in company with a boy of the name of 
William ‘Tait, when the dragoons came up. One of them 
pushed Blair into the ditch by the way-side, and was going to 
stab him, when he called out for mercy, as he had not been i in 
the mob. The diagoon, however, struck Blair with his sword 
repeatedly on the head ; and others, in passing also, struck him 
while he was lying in the ditch with his face downwards. In 
this situation, Blair received three wounds in his head, and a 
stab in his neck, during which, one of the soldiers called out, 
“That is the & r whom [ stabbed before ;” and the dragoon 
who made the last stab at him, said, ‘ It is needless to put oft 
any more time with him, for he is certainty dead now.” — Blair 
miraculously survived these repeated attacks ; but by the great 
loss of blood, havoc of lity ten eadp and terror of his mind, he 
has ever since been ina very feeble state of health, approach- 
Ing to imbecility. 

Four dragoons of the same party discharged their pistols at 
William Tait, a boy of seventeen, who was walking on the 
road in company with Blair. The shots did not. take effect ; 
but one of the dragoons, in passing, made a stab at Tait with 
his sabre, which went through the left pocket of his jacket. 
Tait upon this, leapt over the ditch by the side of the road, 
crept through a hole in the hedge, and hid himself under a cart 
on the other side, where he lay till the dragoons were out of 
siwht. 

AU. Hidiiam Montgomery.—After this, they passed to the 
north of the Haddington road, towards a farm called Adniston. 
Ina tield near that tarm they observed a farmer of the name of 
William Montgomery, an old man, some years above seventy, 
spreading manure upon the ground, They approached hno, 
and some of the party jocosely called out, “We'll shoot the 
old b——-r;” and were going wantonly to take alm, when a ser- 
jeant-major cried with a voice of authority, ‘ by no Meas, you 
have gone beyond your commission alre addy? 

XG John adam, acollier, in a small village about a mile 
and three quarters from Tranent, when walking quietly on t he 
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public Haddington-road, was shot through the head by one of a 
pty of cavalry. Adam, on receiving the shot, fell down into 
ditch by the road side, and three or four other dragoons of 
~ party, as they came up, fired their pistols at Adam's body 
when lying mM the ditch; and others hacked the body with their 
ewords, He had got two shillings out of the family purse that 
morning to buy some necessaries tor his wife, then lying m child- 
bed, Some of the troops dismounted, and were supposed to 
have robbed the dead body of the two shillings, as no mo- 
ney was found about Adam when his corpse was brought into 
his house. 
The party then rode on to the farm. house of Adniston, which 
is situated at the distance of about two miles from Tranert; and 


3 < 
hiere aval 1 Ost wanton outrages were committed. A pine 
of the dragoons rede up to the door of the house poss sed by 


the farm servants of Adniston, and knocked violently, The mis- 
tress of the family immediately opened the door, and submis- 
sively asked their commands; on which a dragoon fired his pis. 
to! at her; the ball luckily struck the lintel of the door, and 
passed over the woman's head; but the dash of the powder was 
so near as to singe her face, and nearly put out ove of her eyes. 
Lhe poor woman, wounded and terrified, shut her door and 
locked it; upon which the dragoons began to fire in at the win- 
dows, whilst others of them broke open the door by battering it 
off the hinges with large stones. In the mean time the dis- 
tracted fan tily, consisting of aman, his wife, his brother, two 
fellow-servants, aod two cinidren, atten inted to make their es- 
cape from the fury of the soldiers, by leaping oui of a back 
window inte a garden behind the house. But by the time they 
had run a few paces, the dragoons having broke open the front 
door, and burst through the back window in pursuit of them 
apprehended and carried them prisoners to Tranent; though 
they had not so much as heard of the riot there, and could not 
comprehend on what account they had been thus attacked and 
carried off as prisoners. 

The party at last tired with the exercise of barbarity, or in 
obedience to the sound of the trumpet recalling them to Tra- 
nent, returned thither, calling by the way, at the house called 
Haldane’s, or Jailor’s Hall, possessed by Mr. Carneige of Leith, 
where (that gentleman being from home) some of the dragoons 
amused themselves by holding the points of their naked sabres 
close to Mrs. Carneige’ s breast for several minutes. 

On arriving at T ranent, the peasants seized at Adniston, were 
delivered into the hands of the cuard appointed to take charge 
of the apprehended rioters. In the course of the day, these 
mnocent and much mgured people were recoonized hy SONIC 


person who had influence te obtain their release, and they were 
lowed to reiuyi home. 
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TO THE CUNNINGHAM OF SALFORD, BY MAN. 
CHESPES. THE REV. MELVILLE HORNE, CURATE 
OF sr. STEPHEN’S, IN SALFORD. 


LETTER V. 


London, Oct. 28, 1820. 
Reverend Sir, 

So the wind has chopped round, and the halcyon 
floats on the tranquil surface of lately-ruftled feeling, For once, 
you are all charm and charity, beanty and brilltancy,—the lily 
of liberality, the musk of mercy, the carbuncle ot courtesy ! 
but yourself shall pipe your own praises. 6 To live as she 
: please d abroad, with the courtcous title of Queen of En- 
‘ gland, and an income of 50,0001. per annum, unmolested, 
‘with conscious honor if ske was innocent, and with impu- 
“nily tf guilty, might have shed a glor y upon her head, and 
‘enabled ker to close fier days in peace. Why, ‘will this geat 

‘ne'er be mended? What must be the conclusion of any ra- 
tional mind on reading this spleadid effort of grammar and po- 
litico-morality 2 In truth, I now suspect, Reverend Sir, that 
you had seriously decided on writing yourself ‘ a fool positive,’ 
that under such determination you had taken for gospel-truth 
the quaint couplet of a great wit,— 


For learned nonsense has a deeper sound 
Than easy sense—and goes for more profound,— 


and that you had straightway sat down to pen your * CRISIS.’ 
But to pa irticulars, Supposing ‘that her Majesty had compromised 
her purity,—and [| ae to assume it eveil as a mere ground of 
argument,—yet you, ‘a constituted guardian of morals in the 
country,’ as Cunningham so aga ntly calls you, would 
prompt this traitress to the marriage bed, to parade ‘her infamy, 
her paramour, and ‘ the courteous title o a Queen of England,’ 
round the continent of Europe ; at once affording ‘a practical 
* comment on the’ national taste, and exhibiting herself a living 
monument of national shame.—Surely this ‘ delirious dream’ 
were admirably ‘ calculated to bring disgrace on the Bri- 
tish cmpire.” But this is not ail: these concessions of 
honorable title and impunity of guilt, do not satisfy your 
‘deep sense? of right and wrong. You must bribe her— 
what! to repentance and reformation ?—no, but tuo the pro- 
longation of vicious indulgence. You must present her more 
zoldenly to her triumphant inamorato. Well dar ie, master 
parson! Why uncle Pandarus was but a sorry go-between, 
eoupeel With our cowstry cousin Horne, and oo amieht 
ave largely profiged had he had the bless! ing of your instruc- 
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tion. ‘here is, nevertheless, a sad lack of reflection vistble in 
your lucubrations, aud glaring evidence of most weak under- 
standing ; else, asan individual paid by the public for common- 
place services, (which, as Bentham has truly observed, might be 
done at least as well, and that without pay, by any boy off tiie first 
form of a charity s veel ,) you would scarcely think of straining 
from the sweat of this impoverished insolvent people the enor- 
mous sum of 50,0007, by the year, and of casting it into so 
foul a lap,—-to be squandered a! broad in the multiplication of 
licentious sbominatious,—i in gilding the horns—peccavi!—the 
iniquity of adultery,—in pampering its cloyed appeti ite, and in 
ministering fuel to its wasting embers. 
Now, in my weak apprehension, tliis were gratuitous pro- 
igacy; but such a casuist as you are, cen doubtiess prove to 
the satisfaction of ¢ the higher and middle classes’ that it 1s the 
essential oil ef the Christian olive yard. ‘Unmolested’ too, 
‘with a glory upon her head, aud enabled to close ivr days in 
‘peace. W hat an interesting picture « But God-a mercy, 
parson, where have you left your senses? ‘Title and gold shed- 
ding a glory on guilt! Indeed! then what a pure “dolt must 
Dr. Young have been? for he expressly says, that— 


When men of infamy to grandeur soar, 
They light a torch to shew their shame the more. 


#) 


Letting that pass, and slighting your amalgamation of the glory 


of guilt with the glory of "innocence—rendering them one and 
indivisible, (a droll confusion of substance by the bye !) I would 
ask you if you know any thing of the nature, the habits, the 
constitution, the passions of the human mind? and ‘if more 

‘ yes than no,’ are you so besotted as to think it possible that 
Ownipotent and unbridled Malice should persecute his victim 
night and day for twenty-five years together, and on a given 
$I; onal, at some given moment ,—say at five minutes past two 
oO ‘clock, p-m. on Saturday the 3d. of June, 1820, aoe his 
purpose, and play the bloodhound no longer?. When the leo- 
pard shall shake off his spots, and the lion his fierceness,—whea 
the tigress shall suckle the fawn, and the vulture feed the young 
turtle dove,—then, and not till then, shall eve of man behold 
this inoral consummation. [tis an hy ypothesi is that a miracle 
alone could establish, and the age of miracles is overblown. 
Too Isng, alas! have we looked on these swelling waters of 
hatred— on this broad flood of dehumanizing poll: ution-- bear- 
ing down every stay of feeling, and carrying on its shouldering 
billows every lett of religious obligation-every hindrance of 
social duty; but— 

Like to the Pontic sea, 
Whose icy current and compulsive course 
Ne‘er feels refiring ebb,— 
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it shall keep due on to its Propontic—to the gulph of Death, 

ta that bottomless and shoreless les a shal} dep osit its i Hic 

Wuvium and discharge its waves of bitterness, 
In page ZO you are at your dirty work 


weal n —Imputine 
disgrace fail motives. 


Before however you revile her Maje sty 
for so nobly spurning the base bribe so ‘basely tendered at S} 
Onier’ s, before you reproach her with scorning the ‘ unblemished 
honour of Hutchinson—the reputed successor of Moira in In 


dia—the true inheritor in 1820 of 6 the unblemished’ 


buck 
basket * honour’ 


of 1806,—it would have shewn buta decent 
candour had you treated us with the motives of your palsy 
sticken messenger’s employers in sending him ona fool’s errand, 
adding the motives of your ‘ preux Chevatier’ limself, in unde: 
taking a job ‘calc ulated to reflect nothing but diserace’ even 
ona town scavenger, or a Milan Comuniissioner. Go to, go to, 
soodman imputer! 

A significant sneer at ‘fhe whole suite of Bergam?’s’ dulcitics 
your next paragraph. You enquire why her Majesty did not 
bring them to Engiand, &c. and then assuming that she would 
have done so, but for their personal fears, you ask, with infan 
tine artless simphicitly, ‘ Did they tremble for THEIR LIvEs? 
“THEY ARE TOO WORTHLESS FOR ENGLISHMEN TO 
‘TAKE.’ Clerical, grammatical, and suiliciently damnable— 
rfaith! Tiuman life ‘ teo worthless’ to take! © How now thou 
particular fellow? Let me have book, chapter, and verse, for this 
most religious assertion, or it must stand a blasphemous false- 
hood. Tase their hves! what! destrov—kill them? Marry 
how? By course of law---by criminal indictment—by legal trial 
—hya verdict of Guilty delivered by ajury of twelve soot nic 
irue men?—No. How then? ‘py muRDER.’—‘ All ha! come 
‘some music; come the recorders.’ Here is the dagger be- 
neath the surplice, the old-established ULTIMA RATIO CLERI 


“A man may hear this shower sing inthe wind.’ Like £ honest 


‘ Lago,’ they can strike, and stab, and ejaculate the while— 


Kill men Vthe dark! Where be these bloody thieves ? 
How silent is this town !—Ho! murder! murder! 


If the reader ines one drop of English blood flowing in 
his veins, I wouid ask lim, whether such detestable insinua- 
lions, such direct incentives to assassination, become the pen, 


the lips, the heart, of a MAN—for I cast aside the tlum 


mery of clerical dist inctions’ {f would ask in what degree of 


honour, either kinship or friendship must be rated with the 
coiner and utterer of such atrocious sentiment? and [ would 
ask whether the individual who publishes such diabolism, and 
jusenbes himself a clergyman of the Christian Church of Eng- 
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wad, has not fairly earned the honours due to Hfsepocrisy? For 
the credit of the C loth however, and of human nafure,be it here 
set down, that tus worthy is not a priest after the order of Titus 
and Timothy, but a pobtical parson, trading im the far-famed 
Manchester Joint Stock Company, and ove of the officials at- 
tendaut on the service of the Manchester Moloch. Hence the 
power of changing the bread of life into ashes, of extracting 
poison and death out of that religion which breathes only ‘ peace 
on earth and good will to man. 
You proceed ;- ~* The Queen never came to our Courts until 
she knew thai law could not touch her ’ But she has been 
‘ touched,’ Sir Topas, and that roughly too, by divers savages in 
civilized life, and I have not heard that ‘ Jaw’ has * touched 
them’ for their malefactions. What indignities, insults, and in- 
juries have they not visited upon her? The complaint of the 
noble poet becomes simple truth on her lips— 
From mighty wroogs to petty perfidy, 
Have | not seen what human things could do ?— 
From the loud roar of foaming calumny 
To the small whisper of the as paltry few, 
And subtler venom of the reptile crew? 


Lawlessness has let slip his dogs upon her, and Title and Powe: 
have furnished whippers-in and huntsmen ‘without number, yet 
there is a bare possibility that the game may escape (you will 
please to observe that [am not speaking of the antlered ani- 
mal alluded to in a former page of your “Crists,) and in that 
case all may still be well, As to your fulsome adulation of her 
Majesty’ g Royal Consort, it is quite rancid; the gorge rises at 
it. One civet-scented passage however | copy for the reader's 
edification, premising (and without irreverence be. it spoken) 
that on a first reading, I mistook ‘ him in whose breast, &e. for 
another—an unearthly king. ‘ lt was not in the NATURE of her 
: Royal Consort to take her life, even if convicted of crime, and 

‘if the law could claim it. In the humanity of a generous na- 
‘ tion, she was certain to find a prevailing advocate with Him, 
“IN WHOSE BREAST SHE NEEDED NONE!!!’ Risum teneatis, 
AMICI? 

Having dwelt so long on her Majesty’s positive misdeeds, you 
now (p. 27.) romance a little further, and treat us with your 
opinion of what her conduct should have been while ‘ dabour- 

‘ing under disgraceful imputations.’ ‘ Blushing retiring mo- 
‘ desty, unaffected sorrow, and the patient, resigned humility 
‘of de eraded Majesty, should adorn her person, give credibé. 
‘ lity to protestations of innocence, and dress the scene, which 
“was to interesé every wore ity mind.’ Pretty scene-dressing 
truly! ‘ Blushine” ‘ retiring, * patient,’ ‘ resigned,’ —haily- 
gaily, famboraily :-—and all stolen from ‘ Charlotte Dacre, better 
Known as Rosa Matilde, oY fiom £ Sippels of Sensibility, acl 
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dressed to old women male and female,’ recently published af 
the Minerva office in Leadenhall Street. Not so, your © y- 
affected sorrow,’ this 1s an original touch, worthy of the master 
hand of the Salford curate ; for to you, Reverend Sir, as to that 
single creature amid the entire host of her Majesty’s enemies 
who has even suspected the sincerity of her grief, cxclusively 
belongs the merit of this rare, this exquisite conception. Onot 
special care has been taken by capable powers to spare her the 
necessity of exlubiting ‘the mockery of woe?’ She has been 
plunged into the waters of misery where no shallows aliowed the 
mimicing of immersion, she has been steeped ip-deep in tribu- 


=. a “es ee a See pore ; 
lation; ana you, the mereitul, Kiad-hearted, end holv one, can 


stand on the shore and tauntmely challenge her sense of feeling, 
An excejlent preparative this for Pandemonium! You next pro- 
nounce that, * £uld cf honor herself, she should rely implicitly 
“on the honor and justice of the Peers, the Commons, and the 
‘ Judges.” Waving beenalready well-dosed with ‘unblemished 
‘honor, ! did not anticipate a recurrence of this quality ; how- 
ever, lest her Majesty should be doit and idiot enough to trust 
to such delusion, both peers, commons, and judges, have given 
ariple proof of its value: but if there remain any scepticism 
as to the first of these parties, the peers,—look at Lauderdale, 
(the worthy descendant of the thumbscrew Duke of his name), 
but yesterday the sworn private friend of Charlotte and Leo- 
poid, to day the sworn enemy, public and private of the ——; 
and is not this honest, consistent, conclusive, and just as it should 
be? So much for the honor, but as tor the justice, Astrea 
having gone to heaven, we must wait her return ere we speak cn 
that subject. 

You proceed, ‘£0 perfectiy should she submit to God, and 
‘her country, as to scorn adl appearance of making herself the 
‘ toolof a faction. Now although you area churchman pro- 
fessed, yet having early discovered the seeds of the Mani- 
ehaean heresy in your moral speculations, [am unaffectedly puz- 
zled to decypher what you here intend by ‘submit to God.’ 
From the context, I can only come to a conclusion, which wears 
a most suspicious character, but having no farther hight to guide 
me, J cznnot reject it, and that is, if her Majesty haa pocketed 
the St. Omer’s bribe; or having come hither with a peccavi on 
her lips, had fallen down and worshipped the green bag Belial, 
and pleaded guilty, and sued for mercy, and been content 
to be trundled out of the country even faster than she came 
Into its-—vou, acd such as you, would have culled this, ‘subais- 
sion lo Gud. Shame on such shameless prostiiagon of the 
name of Deity! which whether it proceed from ‘ dignified Avad 
or undignified tail, is too valuable a comment on the indubita- 
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vle utility and paramount necessity of prelacy and priestery, to 
be lost even on the lowest orders? Jove bless thee, master 
parson ! Submit thyself by way of example in the first instance ; 
and whatever way be the opinions of Melville Horne, let us in 
time to come have them stated clearly and simply; for it is not 
to be endured, that the name of Jehovah should be dragged 
into the filthy service of ministerial miquity, and set up like the 
raw head and bloody bones of the nursery, to paralize the senses 
of the peeple whenever they contravene the course of corrup- 
tion and tyranny 
In p. 28. You depreeate the maltreatment of ‘ the 
witnesses. Granted. But may not those, who ‘ loaded 
them with obloguy, while their names, characters, and testi- 
mony were unknown,’ —justify by the very plea you have your- 
self put in as aground of all your own slander and calumny of her 
Majesty and her advisers, viz. that ‘ thetr conduct excited THE 
MOST DETRKSTABLE SUSPICIONS OF THEIR DESIGNS ? I do 
not defend the rioters at Dover, but surely so special a ricter as 
yourself, ought to be the last individual to thrust your face into 
court with an se against them. Where is your ‘ blush- 
ing, reiiving modesty,’ Mr. Counsellor ? 

The ‘drum hecloouanile is now thumped with redoubled fury ; 
the distant voice of rebellion rattles fearfully in your auricular 
organs: Whither is this agitated nation actually going? and 

‘ for whom, and for what are we rushing to arms and ruin?’ 
you breathlessly exclaim, and will not wait an answer, for ‘ the 
‘ opposition may kindle a civil war, ‘they may shed torrents 
‘of blood,’ and then you ask, ‘ May not the Radicals DEVOUR 
‘oHEM as well asus; and SO MAKE THEM SING ——. Why, 
parson, this is the very extacy of Bedlam! We have heard of 
the immortal ¢ four-and-twenty blackbirds baked in a pie,’ but 
they never sung alter the king had dispatched them. Really, 
you are the most facetious fellow I ever met withal. Bottom, 
ihe weaver, with his grasping genius, his triplets, his alternate 

* roar, “and ‘ monstrous little voice,’ his amiable cheeks and fair 
large ears,’ has ever delighted my hours of musing ; but while 
in this vein, you far eclipse my delectable old friend Nick, the 
shuttle-prop eller of Athens, however high he may stand in his 
own good opinion. What mav be done for you by shaving, 
piirging, blistertug, and bleading, L know not; but I trust you 
will take good care that your grand discovery shall not be 
lost to the present music-loving generation, ‘Lill our next 
meeting, 

lam, 
teverend Sir, 
ARISTARCHUS ANTI-FHORNAUS. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE BLACK DWARF 


Cross and Crown Court, Blacijriars, 6 Nov. 1820. 

Str,--l picked up the mclosed this morning at the bottom 
of Fleet street, and sball thank you jo insert it immediately, as 
i have no other means of communicating its contents to tlic 
anxious Mrs. W. whose exact address IT cannot discover, 
although the watchoian told me, he believed some such person 
iived by the Starey Institution over the water. [t evidently 
refers toa letter from Mrs. W. to Dr. Slop, which appeared in 
the New Temes of Wednesday last, but bearing the date of the 
21st ult. 1am, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

AMBULATOR. 


London, Nov. 4, 1820, 

My DeaAR Mrs. CARonine WILLHAVITT, 

fam concerned to observe that you have been so 
vrossly deceived in eae. Dr. Slop to be a real Ladies’ 
man. Lord bless you! how could vou ever dream such a thing ” 
Hie let your mitcresting epistle remain ten days unnoticed, and 
it 1S yet unanswered. Hea ladies man! No my dear Mrs W. 
depe nd upon it he will never take yeur case in hi inl; allow me 
‘lherefore to volunteer my best service in relicf of your wants 
aud wishes. 

Having duly considered the unpar. alle ted hardships of your 
situation, viz. your being an apothecary’s wife, your husband’s 
addiction to the ‘Times “and Cobbett, and his conviction of her 
Majesty's imnecence,—your bemg forced to go up with an 
address, —ilie hh: armony “of your opinions on the subject of the 
polac re,—your b ushand’s heing rsemt ior by a lady who always 
detains him the whole night, -your age,—your consequent 
fears,—your man John, —Giot ‘ss ree ling his shill at the pestle a 
—your Very uatural a’ of said sl hopmau,——yeour felicitous 
dis position ot your two Led “‘YOur fabour b elle Over sooner 
than usual,—your hush: ind’s ap plication of bis master key, - 
his tumbling over recumbent — (poor Jolin!) —his tantrums 
snd L know not what,—- Mrs. Fige’s and Mrs, Fagg’s cries of 
shame upon him, and lastly your request of Dr, Slop’s opinion 
on the case : having, I say, considered duly all and every of 
these your miseries, [am fully of opinion, that your husband is 

: most Unreasonable brute, and does net deserve to be convinced 
ol his crror, 

O that my fate, dear Mrs. W. had been joined with your: 

ihen bad you been spared such afiliction 4s these,—then Nad E f 
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never known the suiterings which followed my marriage with 
hiss Brunswick | But TE shall disburden my sorrows to you, for 
Wis fit vou should bear ail. 

Know then, my darling, that from early youth T was ra- 
Aishly inclined, as all men ‘indeed of true spirit will be, (and 
your reformed rake is the best of husbands) and I got into dii- 
ficulties throvgh a succession of unforeseen mischances—all 
however of honourable character—at Newmarket, in St. 
James’s Street, and Pall Mall. Father and friends redeemed 
me more than once, I relapsed again, snd the deuce an inch 
would they stir to ielp me, unless I turned Benedict, and took 
to a settled life ; so bth melt well to take one of my cousins, 
Wie present Mrs S., (then a lovely woman certainly,) was clear- 
ed once more cf duns and all incumbrances, went to church 
swore the needful before wigsby, and promised the old one 
ihat I would be a good boy, for the future. But you must 
know, my sweel Mrs. W. that | bad a few of my former r petti- 
cout acquamtances around me, and it would not have been 
handsome— would it now’ to lave turned the poor rogues 
adrift all at once ; so T told them if they would take care of 
mnny wife, and spare me the trouble of looking after her, I would 
hot neglect them. ‘hey did so, and I was as good as my 
word ; but Mrs. . 5 scon began to show her airs, tossing up her 
Lead, and threatening to tell her dad 5 so I tipped her my ser- 
viee, and gave her solitude for her only bedfellow. ‘This, 

however, ouly made bad worse ; she upbraided me with cruelty, 
(only think, my dear Mrs, W. 1) and called me hard nanies; 
she was however then going with child, so I smothered my just 
indignation till the brat made its appearance ; and her month 
being out, very properly bundled them both into the street. 
We i, she actualiy resented this further instance of mild treat- 
nent. Was there ever such impudeiuce ? So finding her get 
troublesome, I set my female friends cn her back, and a devil 
ofa life assuredly the y did lead her; but you plainly see, my 
angel, how richly she deserved ail this ;—may it was, you ma 

ay, her own seeking vnd doing altogether. Being thus barba- 
:ously deceived aud bes sericd, to beat off melancholy I took to 
my original mode of life, and what with drinkiag, blackleging, 
callivanting, racing, gambling, and other innocent recreations, 
ucceeded pretty well 1 kiliing time and care; sncegi now 
and then, whea eanut became too powerful ; but that I lispelled 
by exercising myself In Wor rylag aud back biting my wite ; 
ior one cannot coutroul one’s inclinations, und the creature 
taerited nothing beiter. At last inv kind friends Mr. and Mrs, 
Douglas, and a few more of us, got up an excelient 


aae joke ag aust 
ner, they swore that she was au adultre 9s; but somehow 01 
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other the judges would not believe them, and Mrs. S. abusing 
them most villainously, calling them perjured liars, &c. I was 
afraid of a dust, so the matter was hushed up till a fitter op. 
yoitunity. However, I thought this a good time to take the 
child from her, as it was not right that a daughter of mine 
should have any intercourse with my wife, and affection was 
out of the question. On this Madam becaine violently distem- 
pered with passion, but it went off into the sullens. She tried 
indeed to thrust herself into the company of her betters, but my 
good mother ard | effectually prevented that, notwithstanding 
old father tried herd to upset us. What a ridiculous old fool 
to trouble himself about such a baggage! There was no perma- 
nent rest. for me, however, unless she would take herself off to 


% 7 


° 4 ‘ ‘: n ' ae fs ~) ‘ory 
some distance, so I eot Mr. C Ling the jobuer (a clever son of 


a gun!) to go and persuade ber to remove to a distant county. 
Away she went, to my no smal! satisfastion, The Child soon 
died, and mv old parents quickly followed, so that Iwas now 
entirely my own master, T had opened a correspondence at the 
place whither my betheration of a wife had retired, 2nd took 


good care to stick afew pins in her pillow: and f had her plaster- 
ed preity thick with slander, so that the natives began to cast 
devilish queer looks upon her. In short, by the activity ofa 
few real friends, Mr. Humtiddy (you remember Mr. H. the 
picklock manufacturer *) Mrs. Leech, Mr. Poul, and Mrs, Scul- 
lion, the Cook, matters ere now so admirably arranged, that we 
shall get her brought in ‘gui/iy of returning to lown,’—for 
the silly woman is actually come back,—and this.verdict both 
Dr. Slop and the bishop tell me will carry a dirorce,.a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished. Then, my darling Mrs, W. 
should your brute of a bedfellow retire one of these days in 
rharge of the undertaker, parson and sexton, there may be 
some hopes of my calling you by the tender name of wife, and 
of proving to you the fidelity with which I keep my every vow. 
Let me have one line from your sweet fingers, till opportunity 
allows me to have more from your sweeter lips. Adieu! My 
deare.t Mrs. W. Froin your adorer, 
GEORGE SHALLNOTHAVEIT. 


P.S, You will agree with me, my love, that the last SPEN- 
CER MR. KNIGHT made me is quite the dandy. 


‘ 
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